Advanced topics in evidence-based urologic oncology: economic analysis.
Urologists, regardless of whether they practice in the community or in an academic institution, make decisions not only about their individual patients but also about hospital and health care policy by providing input to various committees that influence the adoption of new diagnostic and therapeutic technology. In an era of increasing awareness of healthcare costs, economic analyses that consider not only the potential benefit and harm of a given intervention but also the costs of the intervention, are increasingly important. This review article introduces a framework to critically appraise an economic analysis for its validity, impact, and applicability to patient care using an example from the urologic literature.